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In the area of peace building, transitional justice refers to a broad set of initiatives that aim to redress the abuses of a past regime while creating a new normative order founded on a respect for human rights and the rule of  law. The success of these programs has been shown to be largely contingent on how they are framed to the public and how well they interact with engrained identities and popular narratives about justice, fairness and reconciliation. The goal of this study was to explore Iraqi narratives about these topics through interviews and media analysis, especially as they relate to current transitional justice projects in Iraq. The research has revealed a wide diversity of nuanced beliefs towards justice in the Iraqi context. A key narrative is the desire to make a clean break from the old regime through the operation of impartial and transparent public institutions. In this regard, many Iraqis expressed disappointment towards the politicized and sectarian nature of transitional  justice in Iraq thus far. Though the desire for vengeance is strong among some, most prefer fair and public trials, which would allow the crimes of the old regime to be aired in a public forum. Ultimately, narratives of Iraqi unity were surprisingly strong given the prevalence of  sectarian violence and rhetoric, and many voiced a desire for inter group dialogue and national truth-telling to foster reconciliation.
