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Works by Ngiigi wa Thiong’o

MEMOIRS

Detained: A Writer's Prison Diary. London: Heinemann, 1981.
Langson Library: PR9381.9.N45 7468 1981

Dreams in a Time of War: A Childhood Memoir. New York: Pantheon Books, 2010.
Print.
Langson Library: PR9381.9.N45 Z469 2010

NOVELS and SHORT STORIES

Weep Not, Child. London: Heinemann, 1964. Print.
Langson Library: PR6064.G8 W4 1967

The River Between. London: Heinemann, 1965. Print.
Langson Library: PR6064.G8 R5 1967

A Grain of Wheat. London: Heinemann, 1967. Print.
Langson Library: PR6064.G8 G7
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Secret Lives, and Other Stories. London: Heinemann, 1975. Print.
Langson Library: PR9381.9.N42 .54

Petals of Blood. London: Heinemann, 1977.
Langson Library: PR9381.9.N45 P436 2005

Devil on the Cross. Translation of Caitaani mitharaba-ini from the Giklya by the author.
London:Heinemann, 1982. Print.
Langson Library: PL8379.9.N4 C313 1982

Matigari. Translation of Matigari ma Njirtdngi from the Gikdyd by Wangii wa Goro.
Oxford: Heinemann, 1987. Print.
Langson Library: PL8379.9.N4 M313 1989

Wizard of the Crow. Translation of Mdrogi wa Kagogo from the Giklyd by the author.
New York: Pantheon Books, 2006. Print.
Langson Library: PR9381.9.N45 W59 2006b

and Bessie Head. To Stir the Heart. New York: Feminist Press at CUNY, 2007. Print.
Langson Library: PR9369.3.H4 T6 2007

PLAYS

The Black Hermit. London: Heinemann, 1968. Print.
Langson Library: PR6064.G8 B5
Available online at UCI here.

This Time Tomorrow. Kenya Literature Bureau, Nairobi, 1970
Contains the plays: The Rebels; The Wound in the Heart; and This Time
Tomorrow
Langson Library: PR9381.9 N42 T5 1982
The Rebels available online at UCI here.
The Wound in the Heart available online at UCI here.

and Micere Githae Mugo. The Trial of Dedan Kimathi. London: Heinemann, 1976. Print.

and Nglgi wa Mirii. | Will Marry When | Want. Translation of Ngaahika ndeenda by the
authors. London: Heinemann, 1982. Print.
Langson Library: PL8379.9.N4 N413 1982

and Ingrid Bjérkman. Mother,Sing for Me: People's Theatre in Kenya. London: Zed
Books, 1989. Print.
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Provides an account of the making of Maitu Njugira (Mother,Sing for Me) in
Kenya.
CRITICISM AND COMMENTARY
1962
"A Kenyan at the Conference.” Transition Jul. 30 - Aug. 29 1962: 7. Print.
"The Return." Transition Jan. 1962: 5-7. Print.
1971

"Independence of Africa and Cultural Decolonization.” The Unesco Courier 24.1 (1971):
25-26. Print.

1972
Homecoming: Essays on African and Caribbean Literature, Culture and Politics.

London: Heinemann, 1972.
Langson Library: PR9340 .N4
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1976
"The Black Experience.”" Umma 3 (1976): 20. Print.
"Writers in Politics.” Busara 8.1 (1976): 1-8. Print.

1978

"Literature and Society." Teaching of African Literature in Schools. Eds. Gachukia,
Eddah and S. Kichamu Akivaga. Nairobi: Kenya Lit. Bureau, 1978: 1-29. Print.

1979

"The Mubenzi Tribesman." Westerly 24.3 (1979): 36. Print.

"The National Struggle to Survive." Guardian 1979. Print.

1980

"The Making of a Rebel." Index on Censorship 9.3 (1980): 20-24. Print.

1981

"Free Thoughts on Toilet Paper.” Index on Censorship 10.3 (1981): 41. Print.

Writers in Politics: Essays. London: Heinemann Educational Books, 1981. Print.

Langson Library: DT433.54 .N48 1981
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Struggle of all Oppressed People

13. The Robber and the Robbed: Two Antagonistic ....................

Images in Afro-American Literature and Thought

1982

"National Identity and Foreign Domination " Unesco Courier 35.7 (1982): 19-22. Print.

"A Statement.” Kunapipi 4.2 (1982): 135. Print.

"Women in Cultural Work: The Fate of Kamiruthu People's Theatre in Kenya."

Development Dialogue 1982: 115-33. Print.

1983

Barrel of a Pen: Resistance to Repression in Neo-Colonial Kenya. London: New Beacon

Books, 1983. Print.
Langson Library: DT433.584 .N48 1983
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"Education for a National Culture." Ufahamu 12.2 (1983): 20-24. Print.

"Mau Mau Is Coming Back: The Revolutionary Significance of 20th October 1952 in

Kenya Today." Journal of African Marxists 4 (1983): 18-44. Print.

"No Licence for Musical.” Index on Censorship 12.1 (1983): 22. Print.

1984

"Extracts " Diogenes 184 (1998): 101-04. Print.
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"The Tension between National and Imperialist Culture."” World Literature Written in
English 24.1 (1984): 3-9. Print.

1985

"The Commitment of the Intellectual.” Review of African Political Economy 12.32 (1985):
18-24. Print.

"The Language of African Literature." New Left Review 150 (1985): 109-27. Print. Rpt.
in Decolonising the Mind: The Politics of Language in African Literature. London:
J. Currey, 1986. Print. Rpt. in The Post-Colonial Studies Reader. Eds. Bill
Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Helen. Tiffin. London: Routledge, 1995. 285-90.
Print. Rpt. in The Routledge Language and Cultural Theory Reader. Eds. Lucy
Burke, Tony Crowley and Alan Girvin. London: Routledge, 2000. 434-43. Print.
Rpt. in The Language, Ethnicity and Race Reader. Eds. Harris, Roxy and Ben
Rampton. London: Routledge, 2003. Print. Rpt. in African Literature: An
Anthology of Criticism and Theory. Eds. Tejumola Olaniyan and Ato Quayson.
Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2007. 285-306. Print.

"On Writing in Gikuyu." Research in African Literatures 16.2 (1985): 151-56. Print.
1986

"The Writer in a Neocolonial State." Black Scholar 17.4 (1986): 2-10. Print.

Decolonising the Mind: The Politics of Language in African Literature. London: J.

Currey, 1986. Print.
Langson Library: PL8010 .N48 1986
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"Matigai." Index on Censorship 17.5 (1988): 91-94. Print.
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"Writing against Neo-Colonialism." Criticism and ldeology. Ed. Kirsten Holst Petersen.
Uppsala, Sweden: Almgvist & Wiksell, 1988. 92-103. Print.

1990

"Return of the Native Tongue." Times Literary Supplement 14 Sep. 1990: 972. Print.
1991

"From Bismarck to Bush." New Statesman Society 11 Oct. 1991: 8-9. Print.

"Moving the Centre: Towards a Pluralism of Cultures.” The Journal of Commonwealth
Literature 26.1 (1991): 198-206. Print.

"The Third World Mainstream." Meanjin 50.1 (1991): 53-62. Print.

"Postcolonial Politics and Culture." Southern Review: Literary and Interdisciplinary
Essays 24.1 (1991): 5-11. Print.

1992

with Michael Holquist, and Sara Suleri. "Responses.” Yale Journal of Criticism 5.2
(1992): 149-52. Print.

1993

Moving the Centre: The Struggle for Cultural Freedoms. London: J. Currey, 1993. Print.
Langson Library: PL8010 .N485 1993
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17.
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21.

"Kamau Brathwaite: The Voice of African Presence." World Literature Today 68.4
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1994

(1994): 677-82. Print.

1995

"On the Abolition of the English Department.” The Post-Colonial Studies Reader. Eds.
Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths and Helen Tiffin. London: Routledge, 1995. 438-42.

Print.

1996

"Literature and Politics: Transcending Borders." In-Between: Essays and Studies in
Literary Criticism 5.2 (1996): 115-22. Print.

1997

"Enactments of Power: The Politics of Performance Space " The Drama Review 41.3
(2997): 11-30. Print.

"Women in Cultural Work The Fate of the KamiriithG People's Theatre in Kenya."
Readings in African Popular Culture. Ed. Karin Barber. London: James Currey,
1997. 131-38. Print.

1998

"The Allegory of the Cave: Language, Democracy and a New World Order." Black
Renaissance 1.3 (1998): 25. Print.

"Decolonising the Mind." Diogenes 46.4 (1998): 101-04. Print.

"Nuruddin Farah: A Statement of Nomination to the 1998 Neustadt Jury." World

Literature Today 72.4 (1998): 716. Print.
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Penpoints, Gunpoints, and Dreams: Toward a Critical Theory of the Arts and the State
in Africa. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998. Print.
Langson Library: PL8010 .N487 1998
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2000

"African Languages and Global Culture in the Twenty-First Century." African Visions:
Literary Images, Political Change, and Social Struggle in Contemporary Africa.
Eds. Cheryl Mwaria, Cheryl Benoit, Silvia Federici and Joseph McLaren.
Westport, CT: Greenwood, 2000. 155-62. Print.

"Borders and Bridges: Seeking Connections between Things." The Pre-Occupation of
Postcolonial Studies. Eds. Fawzia Afzal-Khan and Kalpana Seshadri-Crooks.
Durham, NC: Duke UP, 2000. 119-25. Print.

"Europhonism, Universities, and the Magic Fountain: The Future of African Literature
and Scholarship " Research in African Literatures 31.1 (2000): 1-11. Print.

"The Interpreters: Writing, Language and Politics." Multiculturalism and Hybridity in
African Literatures. Eds. Bernth Lindfors and Hal Wylie. Trenton: Africa World,
2000. Print.
2001
"The Homecoming of African Cinema." Symbolic Narratives/African Cinema: Audiences,
Theory and the Moving Image. Ed. June Givanni. London: British Film Institute,
2001. 239-41. Print.
"The Job Interview."” The Times Literary Supplement 17 Aug. 2001: 6. Print.
2002

"In the Name of the Mother: George Lamming and the Cultural Significance of 'Mother
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Country' in the Decolonization Process.” Sisyphus and Eldorado: Magical and
Other Realisms in Caribbean Literature. Ed. Timothy J. Reiss. Trenton, NJ: Africa
World, 2002. 127-42. Print.

2003

"License to Write: Encounters with Censorship " Comparative Studies of South Asia,
Africa and the Middle East 23.1&2 (2003): 54-57. Print.

"A People without Memory Are in Danger of Losing Their Soul." New African December
2003: 50-55. Print.

2004
"Encounters with Censorship." Artistic Citizenship: A Public Voice for the Arts. Eds.
Mary Schmidt Campbell and Randy Martin. London: Routledge, 2006. 43-50.
Print.

w/ Eunice Njeri Sahle. "Hegel in African Literature: Achebe's Answer." Diogenes 51.2
(2004): 63-67. Print.

"On David Cook." Research in African Literatures 35.1 (2004): 1-2. Print.
"Recovering the Original " World Literature Today 78 3/4 (2004): 13-15. Print.
2006

"For Peace, Justice, and Culture: The Intellectual in the Twenty-First Century."
Profession (2006): 33-39. Print.

"Power Daemons." World Literature Today 80.5 (2006): 12-17. Print.
"Why | Write in Gikuyu." BBC Focus on Africa 17.4 (2006): 57. Print.
2007

"Notes Towards a Performance Theory of Orature."” Performance Research 12.3 (2007):
4-7. Print.

"Planting European Memory in Africa." PEN International 58.1 (2007): 5-8. Print.
"Why | Maintain Faith in My Country." Daily Nation December 9 2007. Print.

"Writers in Politics: The Power of Words and the Words of Power." African Literature:
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An Anthology of Criticism and Theory. Eds. Tejumola Olaniyan and Ato Quayson.
Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2007. 476-83. Print.

"Writing against Neo-Colonialism." African Literature: An Anthology of Criticism and
Theory. Eds. Tejumola Olaniyan and Ato Quayson. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2007.
157-64. Print.

2009
"Buono Sera: How Many Eggs Have You Got Today?" Wasafiri 24.3 (2009): 8-11. Print.
"Dreams in a Time of War: April 1954, Limuru." Granta Winter 2009: 295-317. Print.

"En Contra Del Feudalismo Linguistico Y Del Darwinismo Linguistico: Relaciones De
Poder Entre Lenguas." Claridad 6 Aug. 2009. Print.

"Freeing the Imagination: George Lamming's Aestetics of Decolonization.” Transition
100 (2009): 164-69. Print.

"Learning from Slavery - the Legacy of the Slave Trade on Modern Society.”" UN
Chronicle 46.1/2 (2009): 6-7. Print.

"The Myth of Tribe in African Politics.” Transition 101 (2009): 16-23. Print.
Something Torn and New: An African Renaissance. New York: BasicCivitas Books,

2009. Print.
Langson Library: DT14 .N48 2009
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Ngiigi wa Thiong’o: Biographies, Films and Interviews

1978

Ngtigi, James. "BBB Interviews Ngigi Wa Thiong'o." Black Books Bulletin 6.1 (1978):
46. Print.

1980
"Nglgi wa Thiongo." World Authors 1970-1975. 1980. Biography Reference Bank. Web.
1983

and Elechi Amadi. "The Question of a Writer's Commitment: Two Points of View."
Kunapipi 5.1 (1983): 35. Print.

1989

with Maya Jaggi. "Matigari as Myth and History: An Interview." Third World Quarterly
11.4 (1989): 241-51. Print.

1990
"A Language for the World." Yale Journal of Criticism 4.1 (1990): 269-92. Print.
1993
Maughan-Brown, David. "Ngtgi wa Thiong'o." Twentieth-Century Caribbean and Black
African Writers: Second Series. Ed. Bernth Lindfors and Reinhard Sander.
Detroit: Gale Research, 1993. Dictionary of Literary Biography Vol. 125.
Literature Resource Center. Web.

Available online at UCI here.
1997

Cancel, Robert. "Ngtgi wa Thiong'o." African Writers. Ed. C. Brian Cox. Vol. 2. New
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1997. Literature Resource Center. Web.
Available online at UCI here.

1999

Venkat Rao, D. "A Conversation with Ngligi Wa Thiong'o " Research in African
Literatures 30.1 (1999): 162-68. Print.
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2003

Kurtz, J. Roger. "Ngligi wa Thiongo." British Writers. Ed. Jay Parini: Supplement 8. New

York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 2003. Literature Resource Center. Web.

Available online at UCI here.

2004

Rodrigues, Angela Lamas. "Beyond Nativism: An Interview with Ngligi Wa Thiong'o "
Research in African Literatures 35.3 (2004): 161-67. Print.

2005

with Margaret Drabble. "Conversations over Gender and Ethnic Issues with International
Authors 12, June 2005: 7-18." Journal of British and American Studies 12 (2005):

7-18. Print.

2006

Esonwanne, Uzoma. “From the Garden of Languages, the Nectar of Art: An Interview
with Ngigi wa Thiong'o.” Postcolonial Text 2.2 (2006).

Sander, Reinhard, and Bernth Lindfors, eds. Ngdgi wa Thiong'o Speaks: Interviews with
the Kenyan Writer. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 2006. Print.
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14.

15.
16.
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