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Since the end of absolute monarchy in 1932, Thailand has witnessed twenty-four prime ministers, seventeen constitutions and charters and , as of last year, eighteen coups d’etat. During these governmental changes, the Thai military has played a critical role, particularly in the political and democratization process of Thailand. Most research done on this topic has emphasized that the military has deterred democracy, resulting in a lack of a true Thai democracy, while little has been written to credit Thailand and its actual progress towards democracy. Regardless, examining the role of the military and its effect on democratization is necessary to understand Thailand’s political progress. The goal of this study is to evaluate the country’s progress towards democracy and the influence of military governments with respect to democratization. The main concerns are to determine the role the military plays in the democratization process, and under what circumstances its political role will change. To answer these questions I will use my Thai language skills and study  abroad to experience to review relevant literature and to conduct interviews with Thai professors who have knowledge of this subject. The tentative conclusions are: (1) contrary to how the West perceives Thai political progress, Thailand has actually evolved more democratically over time, even though the changes have been slow and discontinuous; and (2) although military intervention has seemingly disrupted the political development of Thailand, it can be argued that there has been a declining military role and a more important role for parliament in the political process.
