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Vietnamese re-education camp memoirs are remarkably short of variations in their narrative structure and thematic content. Written post-1975 by expatriates, these memoirs uniformly narrate the quotidian travails of sophisticated, modern and enlightened prisoners who are continuously subjected to whips from callow, unscrupulous and masochistic guards. The narratives’ fixation on brutish atrocities committed by Communist guards on the prisoners’ debilitated bodies serve the political purpose of highlighting the prisoners’ moral and ethical triumph. Melodramatic episodes of prisoners’ splitting meager food rations, roots and insects during mealtime, and their silent gestures of rapport amidst the visceral reality neatly elevate the prisoners’ rectitude. In this way, the camps presented an effective setting for the prisoners not so much to develop political and ideological  collectively, but to demonstrate their humanity. A reading of such leitmotifs as trees, birds, mountains, rivers, and the sky, which pervade  the memoirs and poems of Nguyen Chi Thien speaks to the idea of the prisoners’ majestically winning over nature-a victory ostensibly won with genuine human character rather than with political chicanery.
