Gamblers Shuffle
Blackjack Rules
Back to Old Deal

LAS VEGAS.
Las Vegas casino owners generally
don't make very many mistakes when it
ibling, but a 31-year-old pro-
tics has forced them

exceptional
ealculm quickly, and won $11,000 in 24

Leading Best-Seller List
Yet when his book Beat the Dealer

Vegas, and many casinos made it re-
quired reading for their dealers.

Because it requires so many hours of
practice and better than an average mem-
ory (you have to remember many of the
cards as they are played out of the deck),
the system limits the number of people
who could come to Las Vegas and im-
mediately begin wi $6 an hour.

But the summer of 1963 convinced the
downtown Las Vegas casino owners (where
a minimum bet is 50 cents) that hundreds
of " iocal residents- ard
students were pulting the system
use.

szwllonh&swbewasemdmmmw's
blackjacl: tables for the casinos to gross

than $50,000,000. Dealers are trained
&oaealasnpiw!aspossme.amu
the deck has to be shuffled after every
deal the casinos would lose too much
“action."”

‘The casino owners endured this thorn
in thelr side untll this spring. Then a
national magazine published a spread on
Profe; and his

city to harass them, rules were
nged and the news of this recelved
even more nal al than the

began screaming that the new blackjack
rules were a bane to the industry.

First one casino, then another, quietly
scuttled the new rules. By last week, Las
Vegas gamblers threw In the towel. The:

admitted 'd rather have all thelr
ness back, even if it meant putting up with
stem. players. :

Of course, they can expect the system
siege to get worse. Dr. Thorp recently
annnumedoglle ihas opened a mail-order
business, lering minlature oom];um:
for $14.95. IBlmkj&ck players can hold the

these bettors would break the bank,
but that they were taking up space. While

any app they
v either, and the high-over-
“head cannot. even with the

bettors and still stay in business.

n the palm of their hands to
insure the accurate use of his system.
—JUDE WANNISKL

“Odds Agninst The Honse Were Shrinking®

BLACKIACK RULE GHANGE
Fringe
Benefits _'
Tossed Out:

By COLIN MCKINLAY
R City Editer

Computers have hurt the
fringe benefits at Las Vegas
casinos and lwo  significant
changes inl the rules of “21"
have been invoked to “‘put the
game back in propér perspeec-
iw.“ it was lesned Wednes-

Ay

FLAYERS CAN now go down
for double on eleven only, and
players canpot split aces an:
more.

“Somebody found out the odds
were  shrinking,” commented
one hotel official.

Another said that the move
was designed to minimize the
efforts of card counters who
would play the odds on ‘the
cards remaining in the deck.

ONE HIGH LEVEL industry
spokesman fiatly predicted that
“this s the beginning of =
trend which will introduce thé
shoe.”

‘The shoe, already in use at
| most casinos throughout the
|world and here in Las Vegas
lat the New Frontier and Ha-
|cienda, is a box which holds
‘four decks of cards for the 21
{dealer. It makes card count-
ling almost an impossibility to
be of any value to the players.

AGREEMENT WAS reached
{only this week &t a meeting
iof industry officials. All major
jhotel-casinos, with the excep-
tion of some of the smaller
| downtown elubs, were represent-

“ed and agreed to go along with
‘e rule changes.
Months ago, during a Las Ve-
convention of computer
Sontinued on Page 2)

Nevada Gammg Chief D:Sptite

Professor’s ‘All-Win" System

CARSON CITY, Nev.—(UPI)—Edward A.
Olsen, chairman of the State Gaming Control
Board. called the gambling system of a 31-
year-old New Mexico State University profes-
so0r “sophomoric.”

Olsen objected to-a story In a national mag-
azine which described a system employed by
Edward 0. Thorp, whe claims he can beat the
blackjack tables in Nevada casinos using an
involved system of mathematics. He said state-
menis that gambling halls cheated 'l.‘tnrp lre
untrue and the professor doesnt have
whit of evidence o substantiate such slal&
ments.”

Olsen said be discussed with Thorp the al-
hﬂ:d clwallns lnslanees but ‘;Ih:lse mspddons

a Vv

Dr. Thorp's suspicions with factural knowl-
edge. and, furthermore, has since told this
board he advised the professor against trans-
lating his imagination into assertions of fact |
in his hook. il

“Dr. Thorp may be gualified at mathemat-
ics;dhn: he is sophomoric in gambling,” Olsen.
said.

Thorp has written a book on his system en-
titled “Beat the Dealer™ which has sold 35,000
copies in 15 months. The story claims that once
the owners of the gambling halls recognize
Thorp, he is cheated and plied with liquer in
attempis (o get him to lose. Thorp claims he
has been thrown out of several casinos solely
hecause of his winning.

|
mre charaelerisllt of @ fiction writer than of
a scientist.

“Dr. Thorp was accompanied during the in-
terview by an independent, recognized card
detective whom be had employed to be with
him at Nevada gaming tables during the pre-
ceding eight days,” Olsen said.

. “At no time did the detective corroberate
Soal

Frrerre

Fhorcret

T

The prof caleulates he could average |
mm a month if be could play eight hours |
a day in a casino under his own conditions.
He says he still visits Las Vagas and Reno
several times a year using false pames and |
disguises. i
Thorp developed his “count-down™ system
with the help of a computer. 1
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